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We thought you should know these seven facts about homelessness.

7. You could fill
five football
stadiums with
the homeless
population of
the U.S.
At least 567,715 people were
homeless on a given night in
January of 2019 in the U.S.,
according to the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) annual Point-in-Time (PIT) 2019 count.
While the PIT count does not fully capture the state of homelessness in the country,
it offers an important snapshot that helps direct resources.

Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness
Photo credit: “Homeless and cold” by Flickr user Ed Yourdon

6. Every year 2.5 million children
experience homelessness. That’s almost
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the entire
population of
Chicago.
One in every 30 children
experiences homelessness every
year in the U.S. Children are
homeless in every city and state
nationwide.

Source: American Institutes For
Research

Photo credit: Fairuz Othman
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5. 40% of
homeless
school-age
children have a
mental health
problem.
Experiencing homelessness as a
child may lead to changes in
brain architecture, one report
notes. These changes can
hinder learning, the handling of emotions, the forging of relationships, and more.

Source: American Institutes For Research

4. More than
half of
homeless
veterans have
a mental
and/or
physical
disability.
There are nearly 37,085
homeless veterans in the country. Veterans are more likely than non-veterans to
experience homelessness, especially if they have a low income, a mental health
problem, or a history of substance abuse. Many also struggle with traumatic brain
injuries (TBIs) or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), both big risk factors for
homelessness.

Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness

domestic violence

3. On a single
night in 2019,
homeless
services
providers had
more than
48,000 beds
set aside for
survivors of
45

Many people are homeless because they have left an abusive partner. Abusive people
may control a house’s finances, and/or keep their partners from socializing. When the
survivor decides to leave, he or she may find him or herself without a credit or
employment history, money, a support network, or landlord references, increasing
their risk of becoming homeless.

Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness

2. Being homeless could take 20-30
years off your life.
Homeless people have an
average life expectancy of 50
years old. This short life
expectancy is tragic but not
necessarily surprising, given that
people who are homeless are
more likely to get sick, struggle
with mental health and/or
substance abuse, and are often
victims of violence.

died on the street in their communities.

Every year on the longest night
of the year, cities nationwide
mourn the loss of people who

Source: National Coalition for the Homeless
Photo: A list of people who died on the streets of Denver, CO December 2014
through December 2015

1. Anyone could be at risk
of homelessness.
While hundreds of thousands struggle with homelessness, millions more are living
paycheck to paycheck and at risk of becoming homeless. One unexpected event, like
a car breaking down, can put them on the street.

Source: National Alliance to End
Homelessness

Photo credit: “Homeless Shelter
Stays Open in Preparation for
Storm” by Flickr user
KOMUnews

formerly homeless individuals in your community.

The lack of affordable housing
is an epidemic, but
homelessness is preventable.
Donate now to help support

You May Also Like:
1. 7 Facts About Hunger and Homelessness You Should Know As the weather starts
to cool and the season changes to fall, we are very...

2. 5 Facts About the Housing Crisis that Sound too Absurd to be True Millions of
people nationwide struggle to pay their rent, and in many places only the...
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Make a Donation
Support Mercy Housing in our mission to create
stable, vibrant and healthy communities by providing
affordable, service-enriched housing. Your donation
is essential to supporting individuals as they work to
build long-term change in their lives and in their
communities

DONATE
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